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Dear Parents & Carers, 

DON’T FORGET, NON-PUPIL DAY: MONDAY 4TH JUNE 
It has, as always, been a very busy but successful half term. Our Year 6 and Year 2 pupils have completed the Statutory 

Assessments (SATs) which all pupils are required to complete at the end of Key Stage 1 and 2. I am delighted to tell you that 

all of our pupils were confident and calm throughout the tests and handled themselves extremely well. We are all very proud of 

them. We await the outcome of the tests, which will be available to us in July, just in time for the school reports!  

Yr 1 pupils across the country have their Phonic Screening assessment w/b 11th June 2017, along with any Year 2 pupils who 

did not complete the assessment in Year 1. The children complete this in a very relaxed fashion and will not know they are 

being tested. Please ensure they are in every day on time, as usual. 

 

School Dinner Menu 
On our return to school on Tuesday 5th June, the main meal will be Pasta Bolognaise or Veggie Bolognaise instead of the 

usual roast dinner and the pudding will be Chocolate Shortbread Normal menu applies for the remainder of the week. If you 

send your child in with a packed lunch, could we please remind you to limit the ‘treat’ items to one per day, preferably biscuit 

based.  

 

Summer Fete – Thursday 28th June 
Our fantastic PTA have begun their preparations for the Summer Fete. As with all events that the PTA holds at school, we 

rely heavily on the generosity of our parents and are always looking for parent volunteers to help us out on the day - even if 

it's only for an hour.  This may be before or during the fete. We need volunteers to assist setting up the stalls beforehand, to 

run stalls or to help with teas and coffees.  If you are able to offer some time to assist the PTA, please pass your name, contact 

telephone number and email details to the main office and a member of the PTA will be in touch with further details. 

Alternatively, please email pta@exwickheights.devons.ch.uk and someone will contact you.  

Request for donations:  if you have any unwanted toys, books, puzzles, board games etc. for our bric-a-brac stall, please pass 

them into school via the main school office. Small/medium sized teddies are needed for the "Teddy Tombola" - please ensure 

they are clean and in good condition.  Also donations are required for our Raffle Draw - bottles of wine, chocolates, tins of 

biscuits, smellies or any unwanted gifts will be gratefully received.  Finally, refreshments for our PTA cafe – such as savouries, 

biscuits, cakes (homemade or not!) would be very welcome- please send them in to the school office on the day of the Fete, 

Thursday 28th of June. 

 

Sports Day 

We’re now preparing for our Sports Days and look forward to supporting the children in a variety of sporting activities. Please 

can I ask if any parents or friends of our school would be prepared and available to support one or more of our Sport Days by 

selling refreshments (water/tea/coffee)? Without your support, we are sadly unable to provide our lovely families with 

refreshments. The dates of our Sports Days are:  

Yr 4/5/6:  Wednesday 13th June, 10:00am.   Reserve date: Wed 27th June, 10.00am  

Yr 2/3:   Wednesday 13th June, 1:30pm.    Reserve date: Wed 27th June, 1.30pm  

Yr 1:   Tuesday 19th June, 1.45pm.    Reserve date: Mon 25th June, 1:45pm.  

Nursery:  Tuesday 26th June, 9.30am.    Reserve date: Wed 4th July, 9:30am.  

Reception:  Tuesday 26th June, 2pm.    Reserve date: Wed 4th July, 2pm. 

 

Supervision at the beginning and end of day 
Please can I request that our younger pupils are closely supervised before and after school by an adult. We have noticed a 

small number of children have been allowed to ‘roam’ independently, which obviously puts them at risk. A recent example 

has been a young child who climbed on top of the high walls between our nursery classroom and the Early Years carpark 

whilst waiting for the end of the school day. The adult with them was unaware until a member of school staff addressed it, 

which I find extremely concerning. 

 

I am also aware that, with the warmer weather, more of our school community are riding or scooting to school. This is fantastic 

news and is something I am keen to promote. However, I’m afraid that bikes or scooters are not permitted to be ridden on the 

school grounds (and this again includes ‘ride-on’ toys). This is because our school is such a busy environment at that time of 

day and we need to protect everyone walking along the paths. Thank you for your support in this matter – it is much 

appreciated! 

 

http://www.exwickheights.devon.sch.uk/
mailto:pta@exwickheights.devons.ch.uk


 

 

Class Photos  
Class photos across the school were taken yesterday and will be displayed in your child’s classroom window at the start of the 

new half term. If you would like a copy, please complete and return the order form sent home with your child yesterday, along 

with payment of £4 per photo.  

 

Year 6 Residential 
Our Year 6 children are looking forward to spending the first week of term in Bristol, enjoying a wide range of activities! 

They will be leaving on Tuesday 5th June, shortly after the start of the school day. Please note that the school drop off zone 

will be busy from 8.45am, with parents of Year 6 pupils needing to drop luggage off. We will also have a coach arriving to 

transport the children, and whilst we have endeavoured to arrange for the coach to arrive after our school ‘rush hour’ please 

note that it may cause delays.  

 

Art Week 
Whilst the Year 6 pupils are away, the remaining year groups will be enjoying a week of art (along with their usual timetable). 

The theme for this year’s art week is Religious Faiths and will focus on tolerance and cultural diversity. I am excited to see 

the outcome of their work and look forward to displaying it around the school! 

 

School Uniform 
Please can I ask parents purchasing any items of school uniform during the half term holiday to please be mindful that all 

children require sturdy footwear, with closed toes, to enable them to fully participate in all areas of school life. If you require 

any further information, please look at the school website. 

 

This half term break for our pupils will last for one week and one day! Have a wonderful half term. Children return to school 

on Tuesday 5th June 2018 for the second half of the summer term. 

 

High Performing Teachers 
I am delighted to now be able to share that our school was approached by the Regional School’s Commissioner and asked to 

recognise the talents of one of our many high performing teachers. This enabled us to celebrate the significant contributions 

made to our pupils by Mrs Jan Ford. Mrs Ford has worked at Exwick Heights Primary School since it was created and was 

employed at Foxhayes First School prior to this. She has led mathematics across the school, been a team leader and leads on 

Initial Teacher Training across the school, supporting trainee teachers and developing them to prepare them for a successful 

career.  

Mrs Ford travelled to London, to have her hard work and tremendous achievements recognised by our Prime Minister, Mrs 

Theresa May, at 10 Downing Street on Monday! We would all like to congratulate Mrs Ford – this was a truly well-deserved 

reward for a super member of our team. 

 

Staff News:  

We were delighted to welcome back Mrs Roddy from her maternity leave earlier this week, following the birth last summer 

of her gorgeous little girl. Sadly, this means that we are losing Mrs Weston, as Mrs Roddy’s maternity cover. Mrs Weston has 

been a super member of our team and I would like to thank her for her hard work, enthusiasm and support for our pupils whilst 

covering Mrs Roddy. We wish her every happiness and success in her new ventures and look forward to working with her as 

a supply teacher with us after the half term. 

 

Finally, I would like to congratulate Mr Dowrick, I am delighted to announce that he is getting married tomorrow! I’m sure 

that you will join me in wishing Mr Dowrick and the soon to be Mrs Dowrick every happiness for their new life as a married 

couple. 

 

Wishing all of you a super half term, 

 

With best wishes, 

 

Mrs C Neal 

Headteacher 


