
 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers  

 

It really does feel like it was a life time ago that I last wrote a whole school newsletter as so 

much has been happening! Since writing to you all just before the half term, the Government 

confirmed that schools should begin to open to more children from the beginning of June 

onwards. The team here at Exwick Heights have been working hard to prepare for this and from 

today, we have opened 17 ‘pods’ for children in Year 1 and Year 6 in addition to providing 

childcare for children of critical workers or those who fall within the Government’s ‘vulnerable’ 

criteria. We currently have 5 pods for children in these two groups. Places are now fully 

booked for childcare provision. I apologise for this, but to keep our school as safe as possible 

until restrictions are lifted, we are unable to have more than 15 children attending in each Pod. 

Parents in Year 1 and 6, along with those who expressed the intention of using the childcare 

provision offered have all received detailed additional information about our arrangements here 

at school and the changes that have been implemented. These changes include the way that the 

school site is accessed; a staggered start and finish time for each pod; grab bags for school 

dinners; dedicated play areas; a one-way system around our building; dedicated toilets; a 

temporary change to our uniform policy; staffing and much more! 

 

We recognise that many parents of children in Nursery, Reception, Year 2,3,4 and 5 will be 

keen for their children to also be offered the opportunity to regularly attend school again. As 

explained previously, we are unable to give a firm plan for this at this time. Our school only has 

22 classrooms, and so we are unable to have more children attend without having to go to a rota 

system, which the DFE have strongly discouraged because of the confusion it causes for 

families, as well as the impact for our working parents. It is anticipated that the Government 

will offer further direction to schools in the coming weeks. However, at the time of writing this, 

I am unable to currently increase provision without breaching social distancing guidelines – 

something which I am, understandably, not prepared to do! 

 

In the meantime, for pupils who are completing school work at home, I am pleased to announce 

that we will be deploying members of our team here at school to constantly monitor each year 

group’s Home learning email account. This means that parents will be able to send photographs 

of completed work which will be responded to quickly by a member of staff. We will also be 

able to support parents if they are unsure about any aspect of the set work and will also be 

available to offer words of encouragement to any child who may be reluctant to engage with the 

online learning. The email addresses for each year group are listed below: 

 

Nursery: fshomelearning@exwickheights.devon.sch.uk 

Reception: fshomelearning@exwickheights.devon.sch.uk 

Year 1: y1homelearning@exwickheights.devon.sch.uk 

Year 2:  y2homelearning@exwickheights.devon.sch.uk 

Year 3: y3homelearning@exwickheights.devon.sch.uk 

Year 4: y4homelearning@exwickheights.devon.sch.uk 

Year 5: y5homelearning@exwickheights.devon.sch.uk 

Year 6: y6homelearning@exwickheights.devon.sch.uk 

 

Headteacher: Mrs C. Neal B.Ed. (Hons) 



 

There is currently no free fruit or milk being delivered.  Therefore, KS1 children will not 

receive a snack.  Please can a healthy snack be sent in for all children.   

Please can all children also bring in a named water bottle, sun tan lotion & a sun hat.  Nothing 

else needs to be brought in from home other than medication. 

 

Staffing: 

As you will recall from my previous newsletters, Mrs Treleaven, our School Business Manager 

since Exwick Heights was first formed, retired at the end of May. We would like to wish her a 

very happy, healthy and relaxing retirement. Mrs Treleaven has been a wonderful, key member 

of our team and will certainly be missed by all who knew her here at school. 

We are incredibly fortunate though, to have recruited the fantastic Miss Shepherd, to join our 

team and continue Mrs Treleaven’s hard work. Miss Shepherd was appointed just before the 

Lockdown began and she joined our team yesterday. I am sure you will join me in welcoming 

her to our school; she is already proving to be a fantastic addition to our team. Miss Shepherd 

will be overseeing the morning Drop Off and will quickly become a familiar face to those 

attending school. 

 

You will also be aware that we will be sadly saying goodbye to our current Deputy 

Headteacher, Mrs Slaven, at the end of the summer term, as she deservedly moves onto her first 

post as a Headteacher. During the lockdown period, I am delighted to announce that we have 

recruited Mrs Hackworthy as our new Deputy Headteacher. Mrs Hackworthy will be a familiar 

face to you all, having worked here at Exwick Heights as Assistant Headteacher for many years. 

Finally, Mrs Moretta will also be enjoying new challenges in the coming year as she has been 

offered a 12-month secondment to lead another primary school within our Trust. Again, this is 

very well deserved and will be a fantastic opportunity for Mrs Moretta.  

I would like to congratulate Mrs Slaven, Mrs Hackworthy and Mrs Moretta on their new 

positions – they have all been through a gruelling recruitment process and richly deserve their 

promotions, I know they will all be fantastic in their new roles! 

 

With a team here at Exwick Heights of over 90 employees, I am also delighted to announce that 

there will be no changes to our teaching team in the coming year. All of our teachers will 

continue with us into next year and we will also be welcoming back Mrs Johnson from her 

maternity leave in a part time capacity from September, following the birth of her son in the 

autumn. 

 

On behalf of the staff, I would like to take this opportunity to say thank you for all of the 

support and well wishes that we have received during these unprecedented times. The last few 

months have been incredibly challenging for many families, but in true Exwick Heights spirit, 

the community has pulled together to support one another. As a team, we have thoroughly 

enjoyed seeing the children’s enthusiasm and creativity in response to their learning but also the 

fantastic activities that all of the children have been completing at home in addition to those set 

by school. We continue to be amazed at the range of skills that our children are learning at 

home during this time and know that even though this has been a really tricky period, I believe 

that everyone will ultimately become more supportive of each other and more well-rounded as a 

result. Please do keep in touch with us and if you need the school for anything, then please let 

us know. Take care, stay safe and continue to be kind! 

 

With warm regards, 

 

Caroline Neal, Headteacher. 


