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Dear Parents & Carers, 
 
I would like to begin by welcoming you back to another half term here at Exwick Heights! Already, the weather has 
certainly turned and we are now beginning to experience more frosts, wind and rain after a very mild start to the school 
year. Please see below for more information regarding inclement weather, just in case! 
 
With the beginning of November, aside from planning for a full and exciting curriculum, we are beginning to turn our 
energies towards preparing for the festive season. I hope that you will able to join us for some of the events we will be 
holding. Again, I have shared details of these below, along with information about some of the other exciting events that 
happened earlier this term… 
 
Year Group Assemblies - Our Year 5 pupils performed a fantastic assembly to their parents just before the half term 
holiday. Their confidence when performing was truly astounding and I was so impressed by their 
singing and dancing.  
Further to this, our Year 1 pupils also performed two celebrations of Harvest for their parents in the 
Early Years Hall, which was thoroughly enjoyed by all who attended. I would like to thank all of our 
pupils, along with the staff involved, for their hard work preparing for these two entertaining events 
to share their learning.  
 
Harvest Festival – I would like to send a sincere thank you to you all for the wonderful donations to the Exeter Food Bank 
to mark our Harvest Festival. Your generosity will have made a huge difference to people from across Exeter – thank you! 
 
Road Safety – I was contacted by a concerned resident during the half term holiday who reported that three of our pupils 
had stepped into the road without looking after school as the resident approached in a vehicle. The incident happened 
near to the roundabout on Kinnerton Way, at the end of Moorland Way. This incident follows two others at the end of 
the half term: in the first, a child stepped in to a road after school without looking as they were distracted by their mobile 
phone and in another, a pupil rode a scooter into the road without noticing an approaching car. We are incredibly lucky 
that in each of these incidents, drivers have been able to stop promptly, preventing serious consequences. Where I have 
been able to inform parents and guardians, I have already done so but I would be incredibly grateful if we could all speak 
to our children about road safety and increase each child’s awareness of the dangers presented. I have already spoken to 
all of our KS2 children to make them aware of the importance of road safety last week and have followed up with every 
child in my assemblies today but urge you for your help in addressing this and ensuring our children are aware! 
  
Parking around the school area - Thank you for your ongoing consideration towards parking safely. We do fully recognise 
the challenges with finding a parking space before and after school but again ask you all to ensure that you allow time to 
find a safe space to park, away from the school site, and that you ensure pavements and resident access to properties are 
not obstructed. 
 
When using the ‘drop off’ zone at busy times, please can we ask you to keep your child seated until you reach the 
dedicated layby for dropping off, I have noticed a few cars dropping children whilst they are on the drive waiting for a 
space to clear. This isn’t safe and also requires children to walk along the drive or across the grass, which acts as a 
drainage ditch, to reach a pavement. To support this, please can I also request that parents move to the far end of the 
drop off zone when dropping to allow cars behind easier access. Thank you.  
 
Winter Coats - Please may I ask you all to ensure that your child is wearing a suitable (named) coat to school on a daily 
basis, especially now that the weather has turned colder. You may also wish to send in a sweatshirt and jogging bottoms 
for outdoor PE. If your child has lost a coat, please come and look in our lost property as there are a few waiting to be 
claimed.  
 

http://www.exwickheights.devon.sch.uk/


Remembrance Day Assembly – Our Year 6 pupils have begun to prepare and lead an incredibly 
thought provoking assembly to share their understanding and respect for those who have sacrificed so 
much to allow us to live our lives freely. This assembly will be shared with friends and family of Year 6 
pupils only on Monday the 11th of November at 2.30pm. 
 
Poppy Appeal - Poppies will be on sale every day here at school until Monday 11th November. Boxes 
will be taken each day to the classes for the children to buy a poppy and other remembrance day 
items, such as key rings and bracelets. ‘Slap bands’ which cannot be worn in school will be available for 
sale for £1.00 from the main school office. 

 
PTA Disco – The PTA School Disco will be held on Tuesday 19th November – FS/KS1 (with a parent/carer please) 5:00 – 
6:15pm; KS2 6:30 – 7:45pm. If any child is being collected by someone other than their usual parent/carer after the KS2 
disco, please inform the school office. All KS2 children will need to be collected from the hall. £1.00 entry on the door for 
children and parents. Please can we ask that children do not bring mobile phones and that their footwear is suitable, i.e. 
no ‘Heelys.’  
 
Sun Newspaper Book Offer – I was made aware this morning that The Sun newspaper is running a ‘Books for Schools’ 
campaign, to offer schools the opportunity to be offered free books. Tokens will be published in the newspaper from 
Saturday 23rd of November and will continue to be published until January 18th 2020. If you, or any friends or family 
receive any of these tokens, we would be very keen to receive them from you! To receive 100 free books, schools have 
need to collect 3,500 tokens – a challenge, but one that we are keen to achieve! 
 
Children in Need – Friday 15th November – Non Uniform Day 
As usual, our School Council have elected for us to support the Children in Need campaign. If you wish to support this 
worthy charity, your child may dress in non-uniform for a suggested donation of £1. The theme is ‘Get Together!’ Children 
may wear any outfit – providing it is suitable for the many activities we do at school each day! We ask that this includes 
sensible shoes and clothing suitable for all weather conditions. There is absolutely no requirement to purchase a special 
outfit for the day.  
 
Anti-Bullying Week – this year’s National anti-bullying week begins on Monday 11th November. This year’s theme is 
Change Starts With Us. Throughout this week, we will build on our work to eliminate bullying, making all of our pupils 
aware that by making small, simple changes, we can break the cycle of bullying and create a safe environment for 
everyone. Please don’t hesitate to speak to your child’s teacher, or to any member of our school team if you would like 
any advice or support. 
 
Events in December 2019: 
 
Prizes for our Grand Christmas Raffle to be held at the Fete on Thursday 12th December 
At this time, as every year, we call on the generosity of our parents and local community to swell the prizes.  If you are 
able to approach an organisation (hairdresser, pub, bakery, etc) that may be willing to donate a prize, we would be 
extremely grateful. In the meantime, do you have any unopened gifts, bottles or boxes that would be suitable for our 
raffle? These are used to make up fabulous hampers that are always highly complimented! Any contributions can be 
dropped off at the school office. Thank you in advance for your support. 
 
Santa’s Grotto: We are so excited to announce that Father Christmas will be visiting us again this year and is looking 
forward to the children sharing their Christmas lists with him! If your child would like to visit him in our special grotto, 
they will be given a present and have a personal photograph taken with Father Christmas. This will cost £3.50. and must 
be booked and paid for using the schoolgateway. Unfortunately, Father Christmas will only be able to see children who 
have booked and paid for by Monday 25th November – as he is in high demand all around the world! If you are unable to 
meet this deadline, your child will be able to visit him with you on the afternoon of the Christmas Fete (Thursday 12th 
December). During the fete, the cost will be £3.00 but will not include a photograph. Please note, there are often queues 
to see him at the fete! 
 
 



Christmas Lunch - The school Christmas lunch will be on Tuesday 17th December and will cost the same as any normal 
lunch. Whilst there is no need to pay at this stage, it would be very helpful for the kitchen ladies to know in advance if 
your child has any special dietary requirements i.e. vegetarian, gluten free etc. As per our usual arrangements, we assume 
that all children will have the Christmas lunch unless we are informed otherwise. You will be able to book this special 
lunch via the schoolgateway app, along with all other lunches, from Monday 1st December, a separate letter will be sent 
to all parents about this shortly. These children not wishing to have Christmas Lunch will require a packed lunch. There 
will be no jacket potato option available on this day. 
 
Inclement Weather  
Many of you will be aware that our school site is prone to ice in very cold weather and the roads around the school can 
get treacherous. Whilst I am not aware of any extreme weather conditions forecast, it seems sensible to share with you 
our procedures to ensure that we are all prepared. Hopefully, by sharing this information, we will avoid any extremes! 
As staff, we always do our best to keep the school open and ensure the safety of our school community. Our caretaker 
carries out a site inspection at 7am every morning and if there is ice in small areas, he will cone-off that area and salt the 
main routes through the school only. With such a big site, it is impossible to salt every pathway, therefore we will prevent 
the use of these areas and arrange alternative walking routes. Signs will be put out to guide you, staff will also be on duty 
to ensure you know where to go, so please do not worry.  
 
In icy conditions, our priority has to be the safety of all individuals on our school site; we will not be able to salt any areas 
outside the school gates - so please take extra care on the paths and when driving. There is a salt bin close to both 
entrances of the school site and so it would be fantastic if any parent or carer was able to offer support by spreading 
some salt if they notice a particularly icy patch outside of the entrance – in particular, the pavement at the entrance to 
Exwick Lane can be icy as it is in shade. 
 
Further to the pavements being icy, the roads around the school are not gritted by the council as they prioritise bus 
routes. Historically, both Peterborough Road and Gloucester Road, from the entrance of Knowle Drive up to Exwick Lane, 
have been very icy in extreme conditions. As such, we advise drivers to park along the gritted bus route and walk the final 
part of the journey to school. We will do our best to keep the Drop Off zone open but if the road to the school is so icy 
that it is dangerous to use, we will close this facility as safety for the whole school community is paramount. This plan is 
for extreme weather conditions only and we will always endeavour to ‘run as normal!’ 
 
Finally, whilst we will always do our utmost to keep the school open at all times, I feel it would be sensible to inform you 
of procedures in the unlikely event that the school has to close because of severe weather. In this event, I have to inform 
the local authority (Devon) who will immediately publish it on their website: http://new.devon.gov.uk/schools/ We will 
also inform local radio stations of the closure (Heart, Radio Devon etc). We will send a school comms e-mail and text 
message to parents to notify them of the closure and will also put a notice on the home page of the school website 
(please note that this will take a short period of time to update).  
 
 
The autumn term is always an incredibly busy period and I thank you all for reading to the end of this newsletter! Please 
don’t hesitate to let me know if there is any further information that you feel would be useful to include in any future 
letters or if you ever have any questions – it is why we are here! 
 
Many thanks. 

 
Mrs C. Neal 
Headteacher 
 
PLEASE SEE THE DIARY DATES ON THE NEXT PAGE TO KEEP YOURSELF INFORMED ABOUT ALL OUR KEY EVENTS. 
 
 
 
 

http://new.devon.gov.uk/schools/


 
 
Exwick Heights Primary Calendar Events 
 

Week beg Events  

Mon 11th Nov Year 6 Remembrance Assembly 2.30pm 

Mon 11th  - Fri 15th Nov  Anti-bullying week 

Fri 15th Nov Children in Need – non uniform day for suggested donation of £1 

Tues 19th Nov Yr 1 Killerton Trip 

Tues 19th Nov School Discos  (FS/KS1: 5-6:15pm (adult must attend with ticket); KS2 (children only): 6:30- 7:45pm) 

Mon 25th – Fri 30th Nov Last week for extra-curricular clubs & music lessons 

Mon 2nd  - Fri 13th Dec Father Christmas visiting school 

Mon 2nd Dec Class 3JF trip to Kents Cavern 

Tue 3rd Dec Classes 3RH & 3RW trip to Kents Cavern 

Mon 9th – Fri 13th Dec EYFS/Y1 nativity performances - dates and times to be confirmed. 

Exwick’s Got Talent Class heats  - performed to children only. 

Mon 9th  – Thur 20th Dec Y2-6 Red badge Treats  

Thu 12th Dec Christmas fete 3pm 

Mon 16th Dec Y2/3 Carols in the Playground 3:30pm 

Tues 17th Dec Christmas Dinner Day! 

Wed 18th Dec Y4-6 Carols in the Playground 3:30pm 

Thu 19th Dec Exwick’s Got Talent final 

Thu 19th Dec Last day of term 

Fri 20th Dec Academy occasional day 

Mon 23rd Dec – Fri 3rd Jan  Christmas holiday 

Mon 6th Jan Non pupil day 

Tues 7th Jan Children return to school 

Mon 17th  – Fri 21st Feb Half term 

Mon 24th Feb Staff and children return to school 

Mon 16th – Thur 18th Mar Year 6 London Residential 

Fri 27th Mar  Last day of term 

Mon 30th Mar – Mon 13th 

Apr 

Easter holiday 

Tues 14th Apr Non pupil day 

Wed 15th Apr Children return to school 

Fri 8th May  V E Bank holiday 

Monday 11th May Return to school after bank holiday weekend 

Mon 25th May – Frid 29th 

May 

Half term 

Mon 1st June Non pupil day 

Tues 2nd June Children return to school 

Tues 16th June PTA Summer Fete 3pm 

Mon 22nd –  Fri 26th June Year 5 Grenville House Residential Week 

Mon 29th June Occasional day 

Wednesday 22nd July Last day of term for children and staff 

Thurs 23rd July Occasional day 

Fri 24th July Summer holiday begins 

 
 

 


