
EXWICK HEIGHTS PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Autumn Term – 23rd October 2020 

Website: www.exwickheights.devon.sch.uk 
 
Dear Parents & Carers 
Half term is rapidly approaching and so I wanted to send a short newsletter to wish the children a well-earned rest! 
They have worked so hard over the last 6 weeks but it is clear that they are tiring. I hope that they all enjoy their 
break from school and look forward to sharing their stories when they return on Monday 2nd November.  
 
Tempest School Photos – These photographs can be ordered directly from Tempest, the instructions for this are 
on the order form that was sent home last week (Wednesday 14th of October). We have been advised by Tempest 
that the deadline for online orders with free postage is midnight on Monday 26th October.  
 
Parking around the school area -Thank you for your ongoing consideration towards parking safely. We do fully 
recognise the challenges with finding a parking space before and after school but again ask you all to ensure that 
you allow time to find a safe space to park, away from the school site, and that you ensure pavements and resident 
access to properties are not obstructed. In particular, I have been made aware of a private road/cul de sac off 
Gloucester Road and a private car park off Peterborough Road - both of which are paid for and maintained by the 
residents – please do not park in these private areas. Thank you for your support! 

 
Coats - Please can I ask you all to ensure that your child brings a coat to school – even if the weather appears to be 
fine. As you all know, the climate here in Exwick often plays tricks on us and regularly decides to pour with rain as 
soon as break-time starts or as the end of the school day approaches! We try to ensure that all of our children 
spend time outside each day and so need to ensure that they are dressed appropriately. As always, please clearly 
label any item of clothing so we can quickly return it to your child. 
 
Remote Learning – Each week, work is set on Google Classroom for each year group, which replicates the learning 
taking place at school. Any child who needs to self-isolate can therefore continue with their learning from home. 
To access it, children will need to log into their Wonde account, as they did during the lockdown period. Here at 
school, we will happily offer support to any child working at home, please telephone the school office and a 
member of our team will happily talk through anything that they experience difficulty with. If your child has an 
issue with a password (whether that is emoji passwords for Wonde, Sparx passwords etc) please email: 
passwords@tedwraggtrust.co.uk . There is more information and videos offering support with remote learning on 
our school website.  
 
Emergency School Contact – I have been made aware that Covid 19 test results often arrive outside of usual working 
hours. If a member of our school community has a positive test result, it is imperative that we are informed as soon 
as possible so we are able to contact the PHE local health protection team (HPT) and the DfE. We have created the 
following email address for parents to use to report a positive result for a child at our school only: 
reportpositive@exwickheights.devon.sch.uk 
Please note, this email address should not be used for any other communication.  
 
Keeping Covid Safe - Please can I again remind our families that we would like to encourage adults attending the 
area around the school to wear a face covering if possible, to help to make our children’s journey to and from 
school even safer. We recognise that some individuals are unable to wear a face covering and we are also very 
mindful that we have no right to ask this. However, if more of us wear a face covering, we greatly reduce the risk if 
a footpath or road is busy with other pedestrians.  
 
I would also like to remind parents that, with such a large school, it is inevitable that the area around the school 
will be busy and so we ask again that anyone arriving to school early, rather than gathering at the school gates, to 
move on and then come back once the school gates are open. Thank you for your support. 
 
Whilst, at the time of writing, no individual has tested positive from our school, it is vital that we are all cautious to 
keep it this way! Please ensure that you, and the individuals that you mix with, follow current Government guidance 
at all times to keep both yourself and others safe.  Sadly, I have been made aware that some members of our 
community have been rather lax with regard to this. I was extremely concerned to have received an email from a 
member of our school community sharing concern regarding comments they had heard from other parents. The 
person who contacted me has given permission to share an extract from their email: 
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I have been alarmed to hear a couple of parents at the school gates say things like 'Well he had a cough all 

weekend but it isn't COVID so I'm sending him in anyway'. As a doctor with nearly 15 years experience and with a 
diploma in child health I can confidently say that it is currently impossible for anyone to make a definite diagnosis 
of 'Not COVID' in someone with a cough without using a test. We all know our children will have coughs and colds 
this winter which are the usual seasonal cold viruses and are not COVID but unfortunately without testing none of 
us will safely be able to distinguish which of these illnesses are or are not COVID. 

 
I urge you all to be sensible and heed this advice, ensuring that the whole household isolates immediately if any of 
the following symptoms are evident: 

 a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to measure 

your temperature) 

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing 

episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

 a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste 

anything, or things smell or taste different to normal. 
 
Handcream – As shared previously, we recognise that washing our hands more often means that many of us are 
using hand cream to keep our hands soft and prevent soreness. Children are welcome to bring in hand cream to 
keep in their trays here at school. Please can I ask parents to ensure that any hand cream sent in from home is 
labelled with a sticker or a permanent pen with the child’s full name to ensure that it is only used by them. I 
would also like parents to remember that we are a nut free school, and so hand cream being sent in needs to be 
free from nuts (products containing almond oil or jojoba, for instance, are not suitable). Please can I ask parents 
and carers to check labels carefully to help us to keep everyone safe.   
 

Looking Ahead 
With so much restricted this year, we feel that it is important to have some dates in our school calendar for the 
children to look forward to and learn from. Shortly after half term, there are three events that we would like to 
mark… 
 
Remembrance Day and Harvest: Please be reassured that both of these events will be marked here at school 
through assembly.  
 
Children in Need: Children in Need is scheduled to take place on Friday 13th November. We would like to raise 
money for Children in Need by holding a non-uniform day. Children can wear anything that they would like to, but 
we ask that clothing is warm and that it enables your child to move freely and safely. To make a donation to Children 
in Need, rather than sending in money, we politely ask parents and carers to use the School Gateway payments 
section where a voluntary payment option for this charity will be available for you to make a donation if you wish 
to. 
 
Parent Voice – Finally, I am keen to try to involve parents and carers in our work and would like to organise an 
online meeting to consult on two key documents for the coming year. The first of these documents is the school’s 
strategic plan, which summarises the school’s key goals for the next three years. Exwick Heights Primary School’s 
Local Governing Body are keen to share this document with a group of parents to gain feedback.  
Alongside this, we have written a Relationships Education Policy to reflect the introduction of 
compulsory Relationships Education for primary pupils by the Department of Education.  
Please email admin@exwickheights.devon.sch.uk if you would like to participate in the consultation for either of 
these documents. Once I have an idea of the number of parents and carers who would like to be involved, we will 
contact those individuals directly to invite them to attend a meeting online with us.  
 
Wishing you all a safe and happy half term, with huge thanks from all of us here at school for your support in what 
has definitely been a challenging and unusual period of time! 
 
With warm regards, 
 
Mrs C. Neal 
Headteacher 
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Term Dates Academic Year 2020/21 
 

 
Mon 26th - Fri 30th Oct inclusive Half Term 

Mon 2nd Nov 2020 Staff and children return 

2nd - 20th Nov 2020 Reception Bikeability (one week per group) 

Fri 13th Nov 2020 Children in Need, non-uniform day 

Tue 1st Dec 2020 Recp-Yr6 Flu immunisation programme 

Thurs 17th Dec Last day of term 

Fri 18th Dec 2020 – Fri 31st Dec 2020 Christmas holiday 

Mon 4th Jan 2021 Non pupil day 

Tues 5th Jan 2021 Children return to school 
Monday 15th - Friday 19th Feb 2021 Half term 
Monday 22nd Feb 2021 Staff and children return to school 
Thursday 1st Apr 2021 Last day of term 
Friday 2nd - Friday 16th Apr2021 Easter holiday 

Mon 19th Apr 2021 Non pupil day 
Tuesday 20th Apr 2021 Children return to school 

Mon 3rd May 2021 Bank holiday 

Tues 4th May 2021 Return to school after bank holiday weekend 

Mon31st May – Fri 4th June 2021 Half term 

Mon 7th June 2021 Non pupil day 

Tues 8th June 2021 Children return to school 

Thurs 22nd July Last day of term for children and staff 

Fri 23rd July 2021 Occasional day 

Mon 26th July 2021 Summer holiday begins 

 


