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Dear Parents & Carers  
We are now three weeks in to this unusual situation and I hope that this newsletter finds you all well? The weather 
over the last week has been incredible and I really hope that it will continue and we will all be able to continue 
exercising outside. There has been an awful lot in the press about people making unnecessary journeys and not 
following social distancing measures. The latest guidance from the Government can be found here: 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus 
 
As a school, we have been able to remain partially open during the Easter Holidays, providing childcare for the 
incredible key workers within our community. The school has also been able to offer this to our more vulnerable 
pupils to support them in this unprecedented time. I am incredibly grateful to the staff at school who have put the 
needs of others ahead of themselves, along with all key workers, to keep our country going during this period of 
lockdown. You are all amazing! We will continue to provide this service for as long as we possibly can, booking is 
through the School Gateway app. Please remember that we should all be ensuring that we are only utilising this 
service when we have absolutely no other alternative. The lower we can keep numbers attending, the less 
opportunity there is for the virus to spread. 
 
Homelearning I know many of you will be concerned about returning to completing regular school work after the 
Easter holidays. Please be reassured that this is a challenge for everyone (including me!) but children do quickly 
adapt. We will need to prepare them for school work following the bank holiday in the same way we would prior 
to the usual start of term. By talking about the routine, and preparing them in advance, children (and you!) will feel 
more ready… 
Below are a series of tips to try and support you – remember, they are just suggestions! Do what works for you and 
for your child or children… 
 
1. Establish a timetable that suits 
Just because someone you know has posted a colourful timetable detailing the Latin verbs their children will be 
learning before breakfast on Facebook, doesn’t mean that this will work for you!  A timetable is useful and for 
some necessary but it must work for you and your family. Will your children learn best early in the morning? Then 
do more academic work then and focus on play later, or vice versa if you’re night owls. 
2. Set the ground rules early on 
It might be tempting to embrace the apocalyptic vibe and hunker down and watch films all day. Perhaps it even 
feels necessary occasionally! But unless you set some firm rules early on, it’s going to be difficult to get back into a 
routine further down the line. Start doing at least some work from the word go and your authority as parent will 
be easier to maintain. 
3. Balance online time with offline 
You don’t need to be online all day to get a good education. Yes, there are some fantastic resources online and 
it’s going to be a lifesaver if this continues longer term, but try to balance the online work with good old-
fashioned books and practical, hands-on challenges (it’s a great chance to complete those outstanding jobs like 
building flatpack furniture!) 
4. Little and often  
You might not have time to spend eight hours a day teaching your children but, here’s the thing: you don’t have 
to if they’re getting some one-to-one time. One of the great advantages of this situation is that the one-to-one 
time can be really concentrated and really beneficial. Enjoy the fact that you can spend some time explaining 
that particularly difficult maths concept to them in a way there might not have been time for at school. Have 5. 
5. Value what you do 
Teachers do a wonderful job and they’re experienced. But that doesn’t mean that you don’t have an awful lot to 
offer too. You know your children better than anyone else. Chances are you do know what motivates them and 
what excites them. Use this to your advantage and tailor your approach accordingly. 
5. Remember to relax 
The entire population is in this together. Your children aren’t going to miss out. If it all gets too much, curl up on 
the settee and read a book together! 
 
 

http://www.exwickheights.devon.sch.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus


 
Accessing Wonde Dashboard from Home 
 
As the new term approaches, I have again published the list of help guides available to support you accessing the 
homelearning on Wonde. Please remember that the work set can be accessed on any internet device, from 
laptops and tablets to phones and smart TVs… 
 
If the help guides do not fix the problem then please email your query to: passwords@tedwraggtrust.co.uk and 
we will endeavour to help you as soon as we can.  
 
Accessing Wonde and Google Classroom from home - https://exwickheightsblog.co.uk/accessing-wonde-and-
google-classroom-from-home 
 
Is Espresso asking you for login details? - https://exwickheightsblog.co.uk/is-espresso-asking-you-for-log-in-details 
 
Incognito Mode / Safe Browsing (Our recommendation is that you always use this when accessing Wonde) 
- https://exwickheightsblog.co.uk/incognito-mode-safe-browsing 
 
Using a Chromebook at home and can’t get on to Google Classroom? - https://exwickheightsblog.co.uk/using-a-
chromebook-at-home-and-cant-get-on-to-google-classroom 
 
 
FSM Vouchers: The latest vouchers for last week & this week should be coming out to eligible individuals at any 
time. If your personal situation has changed and you think that you may be eligible for financial support, please 
don’t hesitate to contact school (we are available to take phone calls) during the usual school hours of 8.50am until 
3.20pm, and we will help you to apply. 
 
Keep Safe: Finally, I just want to send you all our very best wishes. Please keep yourselves as safe as you can during 
this challenging period. We are missing seeing you all. 
I wish you all a very happy Easter! 
 
Best wishes, 
 

 
 
Mrs C Neal 

Headteacher 
 

 

mailto:passwords@tedwraggtrust.co.uk
https://exwickheightsblog.co.uk/accessing-wonde-and-google-classroom-from-home
https://exwickheightsblog.co.uk/accessing-wonde-and-google-classroom-from-home
https://exwickheightsblog.co.uk/is-espresso-asking-you-for-log-in-details
https://exwickheightsblog.co.uk/incognito-mode-safe-browsing
https://exwickheightsblog.co.uk/using-a-chromebook-at-home-and-cant-get-on-to-google-classroom
https://exwickheightsblog.co.uk/using-a-chromebook-at-home-and-cant-get-on-to-google-classroom

