
 

 

     EXWICK HEIGHTS PRIMARY SCHOOL              

Spring Term– April 1st 2019 

Website: www.exwickheights.devon.sch.uk 

Access Diary Dates & all Newsletters on the Website 

 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

As another term is drawing to a close, I wanted to write and thank you all for helping to make this another very successful term 

for our children. They have worked incredibly hard and I am so impressed by their progress and unrelenting enthusiasm. Our last 

day this term is Friday 5
th

 April. The start of the summer term is Tuesday 23
rd

 of April, following the bank holiday. 

We have had such a busy half term, below I have shared some of the details of the events we have enjoyed here at school, 

along with details of some of the forthcoming events that we have to look forward to… 

 

Yr 4 ‘Great Britons’ Assembly – This really was such a treat to watch. Our Year 4 children were amazing during their 

sharing assembly on Friday 22
nd

 March. If you’ve not had chance to watch it yet, please look at the Year 4 blog on our website, 

where a video of the dress rehearsal has been posted. The children shared their considerable knowledge about famous people 

throughout Great Britain’s history, from Boudicca to the Beatles. I felt incredibly proud of each and every one of them. Well 

done, Year 4! 

 

School Disco - Tuesday 26
th

 March – This was a real success and was thoroughly enjoyed by the children attending! The two 

discos were both really well attended and I am extremely grateful to our PTA for their time and hard work to make this event a 

huge success. The Disco raised an incredible £782.97 – this is an amazing amount and I am so grateful to you all! We are hoping 

to use this to further improve our school grounds.  I’m sure you will join me in thanking all those who attended and supported 

this event. 

If you are interested in becoming a member of our PTA in any capacity (even being able to lend a hand just once a twice a year 

for an hour) we would be delighted to hear from you – please contact our school office. 

 

World Book Day - Our World Book Day celebrations were held on Thursday 7
th

 March. We were delighted to be joined by 

author and illustrator Simon James, author of books including ‘Dear Greenpeace, Baby Brains and Rex’. It was a really 

entertaining day. The children enjoyed a day of activities celebrating reading and I was so impressed by their amazing book 

character costumes – thank you all for your hard work!  

 

Yr 2 Trip to West Town Farm  - Our Year 2 children enjoyed their fantastic trips to West Town Farm, learning about farming 

life and the where our food comes from. Ms Mallon, Mrs Merrifield and Mrs McDonald shared that the children demonstrated 

exemplary behaviour throughout their visits and were able to confidently share their knowledge. I would like to thank all of the 

volunteers who gave their time so willingly to support us with our visits to the farm. 

 

Red Nose Day – Friday 15
th

 March this was another great event in which the children joined thousands of others in raising funds 

to help support projects for children less fortunate than themselves. The children arrived in a variety of outfits donating money 

towards the charity, raising an incredible £600! 

 

Yr 3 Trip to Kents Cavern – The children had a lovely time visiting Kents Cavern to complement their work on the Stone 

Age (history) and Rocks and Soils (science). The children enjoyed finding clues on the Stone Age trail, digging for fossils and 

gem stones and exploring the limestone caves. They also behaved fantastically and showed off their super knowledge when 

answering questions. Again, a huge thank you to our volunteers who supported our visits to the Cavern – we are incredibly 

grateful to you! 

 

Baby Bank Collection  - Thank you to everyone who donated items to the Baby Bank on Friday – your generosity will really 

help others. 

 

 

 

Reminders & Notices 

 

 

Meet the SLT -Come and share your ideas and suggestions to enable us to continue to improve as a school. Our SLT will be 

happily brewing hot drinks for you, keen to ‘pick your brains’ to help us to develop further. We will be available to meet with 

all parents tomorrow from 3.30pm until 4.30pm on Tuesday 2
nd

 April in the mobile classroom (just off of the main car park) 

– and promise to provide biscuits to welcome you! For parents who struggle to attend outside of the school day, I will make 

sure that I am available in the mobile classroom from 2.45pm, with the SLT team joining me from the end of the school day.  

 

Green Team – Mrs Fleshbourne has asked if any parents/grandparents have any soil, compost, flowers or seeds that they no 

longer need and would be willing to donate to the school for our Green Team to use? We are hoping to use the large planters 

currently located on the Early Years site to create a bright and inviting spring scene. Also, any no longer needed larger 

wellington boots, sizes 5 – 7 for those of us with bigger feet!! Donations will be warmly received by Mrs Fleshbourne at either 

office. With thanks! 
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Easter Assembly – Our Year 3 parents and friends are warmly invited to join us for our Easter Assembly on Thursday 4
th 

April at 2.30pm. The children in Year 3 should have given their families invitations for this event already, please speak to the 

Year 3 teachers if you have any questions. 

 

Staffing -  I am delighted to inform you that Mrs Johnson (1LJ classteacher) is expecting her first child in the autumn term. 

I’m sure that you will join me in congratulating Mrs Johnson and her husband on their exciting news! Mrs Johnson has shared 

her exciting news with her Year 1 pupils today – so I’m sure that their parents will hear all about it this evening! 

Sadly, Mrs Mylnarska, one of our team of teaching assistants, will be leaving us at Easter. She has been successfully appointed 

to provide cover for teachers in another school as she prepares to embark on a career in teaching. We will miss working with 

Mrs Mylnarska – she has been a super member of our team – and we wish her every happiness and success in her new career. 

 

Trainees - Mr Taylor and Miss Raynor will be returning to our school in the summer term to work with our Year 3 (3RH) and 

Reception (RSD) children. We are very excited to be welcoming them back and working with them, following their spring 

term placement in a different school. 

 

Lost Property – We have got a large number of water bottles currently stored at the front office which children have 

misplaced over the term. Please can I urge you to check that you have not lost one! Unfortunately, we will need to dispose of 

the bottles over the holidays if they are not claimed. 

 

Other Information: 

 

School Dinner Tickets: Just a reminder that dinner tickets can be purchased at either office in the morning & paid for by cash 

or by cheque made payable to the TWMAT, (any number of tickets may be purchased). Alternatively, if you are signed up for 

Schoolcomms you can download the Schoolgateway app and pay on-line using a credit or debit card, (minimum purchase of 

£12.50 applies).  

Please ensure that dinner tickets are paid for in advance of the day they are required. When five tickets become outstanding, 

(value £12.50), we ask that you either make payment immediately by one of the methods detailed above or provide your child 

with a packed lunch until the outstanding amount is cleared. Having to chase debt is very unpleasant and damages the positive 

relationships that we all enjoy, so your co-operation with this would be much appreciated.  

As a school, we are currently investigating the possibility of all payments becoming cashless in the future. If you have any 

thoughts with regard to this, we would really welcome your feedback so please come and speak to us!  

Music Lessons: Our peripatetic piano teacher has a small number of spaces available for beginner or returning piano learners 

here at school for pupils who are 6 years or older – and the first lesson is free! If you would like more information, please 

contact James on 07766 540595 or email j.i.knight@live.co.uk  
 

Dementia Friendly Work: Following the children’s work to identify Dementia Friendly signage with Mr Steve Milton earlier 

this term, we have become a member of the Exeter Dementia Action Alliance (EDAA). This organisation works to support 

awareness of the 850,000 people in the UK living with dementia by supporting understanding about the condition and how we 

might support people living with dementia and their families in the community by taking small actions. Gina Awad, Lead of 

the Exeter Dementia Action Alliance will be visiting us on Monday 29th April to deliver a Dementia Friends information 

session for parents and the wider community to help us learn more about living with dementia from 2-3pm in the school hall. 

Gina has also stated that she will happily arrange a later session on the same day if this is requested by several individuals – 

please contact the school office to express interest.  
 

Menu Swap – Please note that when our school weeks begin with a Tuesday (as a result of a Bank Holiday, for instance) 

Monday’s menu will be served on the Tuesday, in place of the usual roast dinner option. 

  

Wishing you all a fantastic and enjoyable break over the Easter period, 

With best wishes, 

 

Mrs C Neal 

Headteacher 

Summer First Half Term Dates 2018/2019 

Monday 8
th

 April – Friday 19th April 2019 

 

Easter holiday 

Monday 22
nd

 April 2019 Bank Holiday 

Tuesday 23
rd

 April 2019 Pupils and staff return for Summer Term 

Monday 29
th

 April 2019 Year 4 trip to Plymouth Aquarium 

Week beginning Monday 29
th

 April 2019 After school clubs and music lessons begin 

Monday 29
th

 April 2019 Dementia Awareness Session 2-3pm 

Wednesday 1
st
 May 2019 Art Parent Workshop for families of Y3/4 pupils pm  

Monday 6
th

 May 2019 Bank holiday 

Monday 13
th

 – Thursday 16
th

 May 2019 Year 6 SATs week 

Friday 17
th

 May 2019 Year 5 practice sleep over for Grenville Week 

Tuesday 21
st
 May 2019 Yoga Parent Workshop for families of Y 5/6 pupils pm 

Monday 27
th

 May – Friday 31
st
 May 2019 Half-term holiday 

Monday 3
rd

 June 2019 Non-pupil day 
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