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Monday 18th May 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
Proposed Plan for School Re-opening 
The global outbreak of Covid-19 led to the decision on 19th March 2020 to close schools for all but the 
most vulnerable children and young people and the children of critical workers. The Government now 
believes we are past the peak of the virus and so has asked schools to prepare to begin a phased 
return of children and young people to schools, providing 5 key tests set by government are met by 
this date.  

We recognise that there will be a great deal of anxiety for parents and carers as the lockdown 
restrictions begin to be eased and so we would like to begin by reassuring you that attendance during 
the summer term is encouraged, and is not statutory. The Government has clearly stated that: Parents 
will not be fined for non-attendance at this time. We fully support all our families to make the decision 
that feels right for them at this time, whether that is to return to school, or to remain at home and 
engage in the online learning.  

Exwick Heights Primary School will re-open on Tuesday 2nd June (Monday 1st of June will continue to 
be a non-pupil day in order to fully induct our team in the Government’s guidance for re-opening along 
with undertaking our risk assessments for doing so safely). The school will initially be open for pupils 
in Year 1 and Year 6 only, while continuing to provide childcare for children of Critical Workers or 
Vulnerable Children.  

The school Governors and Senior Leadership Team have taken this decision to ensure that the school is 
able to follow the Government’s Guidance for social distancing. With each class split into two 
classrooms, we would require at least 28 classrooms if pupils in all the year groups proposed by the 
Government (Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6, along with Critical Worker children and 
Vulnerable children) were to return at the start of June. Sadly, this is not possible as the school only 
has 22 classrooms. 

In the first instance, we will prioritise Years 1 and 6 as we feel these year groups, from those proposed, 
will be best able to understand the importance of good hygiene and adhering to social distancing. We 
also feel that the curriculum for these year groups is less play-based than for our Early Years children 
and is therefore more challenging when taught at home. 

Headteacher: Mrs C. Neal B.Ed. (Hons) 

Date

:  
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Arrangements for Re-Opening to Pupils in Year 1 and Year 6 and to Critical Worker Children and 
Vulnerable Children 

 
We will endeavour to ensure that all pupils returning to school are working in small groups with 
children who they are friends with. However, whilst we will organise the new classes to reflect 
friendship groups, it is likely that some pupils may not return to school initially, and so it is important 
that children are prepared for the event that their best friend/s may not be in their class initially. 
Wherever possible, we will ensure that each group is working with a familiar adult. However, we are 
unable to guarantee this as a number of staff, whilst apparently healthy, do have underlying health 
conditions. This group of staff will be unable to return initially, as they are considered to be extremely 
clinically vulnerable or high risk clinically vulnerable. Staff in these two categories will continue to work 
remotely, overseeing the online learning set for pupils who are not returning to school. 

The school will be open to children in Years 1 and 6 all day on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. 
On Wednesdays, the school will close at midday to enable an enhanced clean throughout the two 
buildings. The start and finish time for each class will be staggered and so may be slightly later or 
slightly earlier than the usual school day. Information regarding this will be sent to each family in Year 
1 and Year 6 by the end of the week.  Child care provision will remain open on a Wednesday afternoon 
for Critical Worker Children and for Vulnerable Children only. A full time cleaner will also work 
throughout each school day, ensuring that all surfaces are regularly and thoroughly disinfected.  

It may be, in the future, if staffing levels are sufficient, that we will begin to invite very small groups 
from the other year groups into school on Wednesday afternoons to re-familiarise themselves with 
school and support their transition. However, this is a longer term goal and we are unable to share 
details about this step at this time. 
 
We fully understand that returning to school after a long period of lockdown will require a careful 
transition. To help to prepare children for this, we are making videos to show them the route to the 
classroom which they will be using, and the layout, as this will look different to normal. We are also 
making short videos to introduce the children to the members of staff who will be working in each 
classroom. We hope that this will make children feel more confident on their first day. We will send a 
letter with information about how to access these videos, along with further guidance about 
arrangements for pupils returning to school in Year 1, Year 6 and Critical Worker and Vulnerable 
children at the end of this week. In the meantime, we would be grateful if the form below could be 
completed by parents and carers of children in Years 1 and 6, or parents and carers of other year 
groups who feel that their child would fall into the categories of either being ‘Vulnerable’ or the ‘Child 
of a Critical Worker’ who may require childcare from the 2nd of June. To book a place for childcare, we 
ask all parents to use the School Gateway app, but the form below will provide a provisional indication 
to enable us to plan staff deployment effectively. 
 
Whilst we encourage all children to wear school uniform upon their return, we recognise that many 
children will have grown over the last half term – it is our preference that children are comfortable and 
are wearing clean, appropriate clothing rather than parents feeling pressured to have to shop for a 
replacement uniform at this time. Please contact the office if you have any questions regarding this. 
Please do not hesitate to contact school if you have any questions about any aspect of this letter. 
With thanks for your continued support. 
Yours sincerely, 
 

                                                                                

 
Mrs C Neal, Headteacher  Mrs A Parsons Brice, Chair of Governors 



 

 

 
Response to ‘Schools Re-opening Letter, for pupils in Year 1 and 6, or those who are considered 
vulnerable or are children of Critical Workers and require childcare: 
Please email to ‘admin@exwickheights.devon.sch.uk’ 
 
Child’s Name: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Year Group: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please tick in the left hand box if appropriate: 

 My child is in Year 1 and will be returning on Tuesday 2nd of June. 
 

 

 My child is in Year 6 and will be returning on Tuesday 2nd of June. 
 

 

 My child is in Year 1 and will be not returning on Tuesday 2nd of June. 
 

 

 My child is in Year 6 and will not be returning on Tuesday 2nd of June. 
 

 

 I believe my child is vulnerable (please see definition given below) and would like to 
request a childcare place from 2nd June 

 

 My child has a parent/carer who is a Critical Worker (as defined in the Government 
Guidance found here: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-

19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-

authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision) and may require a place for childcare 
from Tuesday 2nd of June (please note, this is for information only, Childcare must be 
booked through the School Gateway app). 

 

 
Signed: _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Definition for Vulnerable Children (from Government Guidance: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-

provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-

provision 
During the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak, for the purposes of continued attendance at educational 
settings, vulnerable children and young people are defined as those who: 
 are assessed as being in need under section 17 of the Children Act 1989, including children who have a 

child in need plan, a child protection plan or who are a looked-after child 

 have an education, health and care (EHC) plan and it is determined, following risk assessment, that their 
needs can be as safely or more safely met in the educational environment 

 have been assessed as otherwise vulnerable by educational providers or local authorities (including 
children’s social care services), and who are therefore in need of continued education provision - this 
might include children on the edge of receiving support from children’s social care services, adopted 
children, those at risk of becoming NEET (‘not in employment, education or training’), those who are 
young carers and others at the provider and local authority’s discretion. 
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